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COVER PHOTO 


Perhaps no other bird is more closely identified with North West Victoria 
than the Mallee Fowl (Leipoa ocellata). This photo Dy Peter Ellis is of the 
late "Romea", taken at the Sanctuary at Kiata. 

The Mallee Fowl is referred to in Don Franklins! article on the birds of 
North West Victoria, and will be the subject of a talk by Frank Harrup to the 
Bird Observers Group at their November meeting. 


Cover Design by Graham Hill. 


EDITORS PAGE 


Circumstances prevented the production of the September issue of 
Whirrakee in time for the September meeting, and for some time after. My 
apologies to those people who called at my office looking for it, but the 
level of interest shown is reassurance that Whirrakee is maintaining its 
popularity. I hope members will regard it as sufficient penance that I have 
had to edit two issues in the time normally required for one, and that in a 
month with only nine days between the September committee meeting and the 
October club meeting. This has meant burning the candle at both ends, working 
into the early hours of the morning, and/or getting up with the birds to fit 
in some Whirrakee work before breakfast. Unfortunately it has also meant an 
extra heavy burden for our typist, and I am very grateful indeed for her 
willingness to make available the extra time needed to get both the September 
and October isgues out for the October club meeting. 


In the first week of September when Whirrakee would normally have been 
compiled, I was excursion leader for the Field Geology Club of South 
Australia's five day North Central Victorian excursion, based on the Rotary 
Camp at Axedale. Showing the best of the regions geology and scenery to such 
an enthusiastic group was thoroughly enjoyable, even if somewhat exhausting, 
and I was involved in some way every evening either socially or preparing 
slides or presenting them. This was the main reason why your September 
Whirrakee did not appear, although the total lack of response to my request 
for typing assistance while Diane Hill was away, and a shortage of material 
needing minimal editing, were also factors. 


I had a very enjoyable family holiday at Anglesea in August. Plans to 
travel to northern New South Wales had to be altered because my three daughters 
all have glandular fever, and Karen in particular was too ill at that stage to 
cope with the long drive there and back. As some sort of compensation, we had 
very lovely, mild, sunny weather on all except one wet day. The local 
wildflowers were already giving a marvellous display, especially on the 
coastal heaths, but the highlight of the holiday for me was the opportunity 
to observe two species of albatross feeding close to the shore. It took many 
hours of observing over several days to identify them with certainty because 
they were just beyond the range of my 10 x 50 binoculars most of the time. 

By taking advantage of their occasional forays closer to shore I was eventually 
able to identify them as the Black-browed Albatross and the Yellow-nosed 
or Shy Albatross. 


The albatrosses were out-numbered by Australian Gannets. On one day in 
particular I was astonished at thé numbers of these birds: There had been 
a northerly wind blowing off shore for a few days, and the swell had 
flattened to an almost imperceptible level except for close in, where the 
very small waves were causing consternation to the surfing community, 
From an elevated position at the car park alongside the lighthouse at 
Aireys Inlet, I could see gannets as far out to sea as my binoculars could 
cope with, and over the full length of coast which I could scan. Although 
they were widely scattered, the total number of gannets visible must have 
been well into three figures. Normally many of these birds would have been 
invisible, hidden in wave troughs during any given scan with the binoculars. 
The calm conditions revealed just how many there were. The impression of 
white birds everywhere over the surface of the ocean was added to by the 
hundreds of gulls and crested terns also visible, and the occasional albatross, 


Erie Wilkinson, Editor. 


THE BIRDS OF NORTH-WEST VICTORIA 


A written version of a talk presented to the Bird Observers Group on 
5.9.80, by Don Franklin. 


If you wanted to see a mailee fowl, a purple-gaped honeyeater or perhaps 
a shy heath-wren, you would, of course, start looking in that low dense 
vegetation dominated by multi-stemmed eucalypts, known as mallee scrub, 
Mallee scrub has about a dozen endemic birds, that is, birds that are found 
‘almost exclusively in it. 


North-west Victoria is often called 'The Mallee', However, it contains 
much more than just mallee scrub, There are heathlands, saltbush areas, 
native pine and buloke stands, woodlands of red gums and black box along 
the watercourses, lakes, swamps, natural grasslands and farmland, In 
addition, mallee scrub occurs in an almost endless array of forms, some 
of which are quite distinct, 


It is perhaps this diversity of plant communities that contributes 
most to the north-west's remarkable number of bird species, Each plant 
community is habitat for a fairly distinct group of birds, and most of these 
communities have one or often quite a few birds that, in the north-west at 
least, are rarely found in any other community. 


The bird list for the area is about 280 to 300 species strong, 
depending on where you draw the southern boundary. 


This is in spite of the dry and hot climate, The average annual rainfall 
in the south is 325 mm (13'), and in the north drops to just below 250mm 
(10"), The often sandy soil soaks up what little rain falls, and waterholes 
for birds to drink at are quite scarce, The only lakes and swamps are filled 
by creeks or rivers that rise in areas of higher rainfall, or, as is often 
the case, aren't filled at all. 


The rest of this article is a brief tour of the north-west, taking a 
look at the main bush areas and the plant communities characteristic of then, 
and some of the more interesting or rare birds that live in them. 


The Big Desert stretches from Wyperfeld National Park to the South 
Australian border and a little beyond. It is an area of poor white sand, 
which the wind has in places blown up into steep sand ridges. Much of the 
Big Desert carries a heathland vegetation, dominated by shrubs such as the 
desert banksia (B.ornata) and the tea-trees (Leptospermum laevigatum var. 
minus and L. myrsinoides). 


The heathlands carry a high population of honeyeaters, which obviously 
exploit the banksia flowers in‘ winter, and the grevilleas and mallee 
eucalypts that flower in summer, The tawny-crowned honeyeater is a common 
resident, along with the purple-gaped, brown-headed, yellow-plumed and 
spiny~cheeked honeyeaters. Others, including the white-fronted honeyeater, 
the New Holland honeyeater and the red wattlebird are visitors, coming to make 
use of the flowering shrubs, ; 


In some parts of the Big Desert, the heathlands are replaced by a mallee 
heathland community, Here, the banksias and tea-tree give way to low bluish- 
coloured sheoaks (Casuarina pusilla) and there is a scattering of mallee 
eucalypts. 


This is the special home of one of Victoria's mystery birds. The 
red-lored whistler was discovered in the 1840's, but it wasn't until 1935 
that its distinctiveness was ascertained, Before that it had been thought 
that it may have been merely a juvenile colour phase of the Gilbert's 
whistler. It differs, however, in being larger, having a very different call 
and habitat, and a much more restricted distribution. The red-lored whistler 
is found only in north-west Victoria and a small adjacent area in South 
Australia, and in two very small and only recently discovered colonies near 
Griffith in N.S.W. 
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Part of the problem for early observers may have been that this bird is not 
often seen, though in suitable habitat it may be locally fairly common. 


Other parts of the Big Desert carry a scrub mallee community. Here, 
the mallee trees are fairly close, and the undergrowth consists of many 
dense bushes. The southern scrub-robin especially favors these areas. 


Underneath the white sands of the Big Desert is sandstone, and in a few 
places this sandstone comes to the surface. Where this occurs, a distinct 
comunity consisting of almost pure broombush (Melaleuca uncinata) grows. 


Broombush is the preferred home of another of Victoria's mystery birds, 
the western whipbird, Victoria's first known colony was discovered only in 
the 1930's, and a Bendigo Field Naturalist, Mr. Will Burgess, was a member 
of the discovering party. This colony was not in the Big Desert, and has not 
been seen for many years now. However, another colony has been discovered 
living on one of the sandstone outcrops of the Big Desert. 


Moving to the east, we come to Wyperfeld National Park. The eastern 
half of the Park is a vast tract of mallee scrub, an important refuge for 
that rare and sometimes elusive bird, the mallee fowl, which is well known 
for its large nest mounds. 


Running through the middle of Wyperfeld is the dry bed of Outlet Creek, 
and its associated riverine woodlands, Outlet Creek is the tail end of the 
Wimmera River, which rises in the Grampians. During the wetter months of the 
year, the Wimmera River flows into Lake Hindmarsh, which is Victoria's 
largest freshwater lake. Occasionally, Lake Hindmarsh fills and overflows 
into Lake Albacutya, and on rare occasions Lake Albacutya overflows into 
Outlet Creek, 


After a twenty year dry spell, Outlet Creek flowed into Wyperfeld in 
December 1975, filling, in a matter of a few weeks, a number of lakes. 


Australia's water birds are noted for their nomadic habits, rapidly 
exploiting newly flooded areas in a continent whose rainfall is mostly low 
and erratic. Two days after the water reached Wyperfeld, the white-faced 
and white-necked herons turned up. By the end of the third week, 16 species 
of water birds had found their way into the area, including flocks of 
250 grey teal, 


The grey teal is a particularly successful nomad. Their breeding 
cycle is triggered by rising floodwaters, and as the waters in Wyperfeld 
rose during late summer and autumn, this was when the teal bred, and they 
did so prolifically, Come spring, when you might expect birds to be breeding, 
the grey teal was still common, but as the lakes were now receding the teal 
showed little sign of breeding. The same story is true of the little erebe, 


It wasn't only the water birds that were dramatically influenced by the 
arrival of the floodwaters, Little corellas and kookaburras, both present 
in Wyperfeld in only small numbers before the flood, were common whilst the 
floodwaters remained. 


Outlet Creek terminates in a large lake known as Wirrengren Plain. 
It has not filled for fifty years, and is now home for emus, pipits and 
banded plovers, rather than ducks, swans and grebes. 


Wirrengren Plain is in the midst of a cattle station called Pine Plains. 
The property has extensive woodlands of buloke (Casuarina luehmannii) 
and cypress pine (Callitris preissei). The seeds of the pines are the 
favorite food of one of Australia's most spectacular birds, the Major 
Mitchell or pink cockatoo. 
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This cockatoo was, once considered to be rare and declining, but in recent 
decades has had quite a resurgence in north-west Victoria, It can sometimes 
be seen in flocks of up to fifty birds, though it still has to cope sea 
persistent poaching ‘For’ bird fanciers who vate the bird highly. 


We move now to the ‘north-west!'s second large block of scrub, the 
Sunset Country.» At its. eastern end is the Murray River and the Hattah Lakes, 
The Hattah Lakes are filled by the Murray River when it floods, and this 
event occurs much more often than flooding at Wyperfeld, every second year 
on average, Consequently, the lakes only occasionally dry out. 


A feature of the Hattah Lakes is the large flocks of pelicans, 
which do well on the numerous European carp in the lakes. During 1977, when 
Lake Eyre in central Australia was drying up and pelicans were forced south 
in large numbers, the flocks at Hattah grew even larger. One flock was 
counted to have 1300 individuals. These flocks are entertaining to watch as 
they feed. Several hundred pelicans will combine to drive a shoal of fish 
into the shallows, So that the birds at the front of the flock don't get all 
the fish, the birds at the back keep flying to the front of the flock, 
keeping up a regular rotation, — 


Another water bird that does well in the eices at Hattah is the datter 
or snakebird. This fish-eating relative of the cormorants prefers water with 
emergent sticks or overhanging trees, on which it can often be seen perched 
with wings and neck outstretched, drying in the sun 


Like the lakes at Wyperfeld, the. Hattah Lakes are surrounded by an 
extensive woodland of river red gums. (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) and 
black bo (E, largiflorens)., However, the Hattah woodlands contain a number 
of birds not present at Wyperfeld, and vice versa. This is possibly due to 
the gap between the areas, which is covered with mallee or dry farmland. 
Some of the moisture-loving riverine birds may find this barrier impassable. 


One of these birds is the yellow rosella, which is common at Hattah. 
The juvenile yellow rosella is a yellow-green colour, and has been mistaken | 
for a green rosella, though they are only found in Tasmania. 


The fork-tailed kite's normal distribution goes no further south than ~ 
the Murray Valley, though they are sporadically seen in central and southern 
Victoria. In their northern and central Australian haunts, the fork-tailed 
kite is often seen in flocks of 50 or more birds, but in vigeenia is 
usually seen only singly or in DaInSs Hattah and patoune are good areas to 
see them. 


The apostle birds' distribution is, in Victoria, also restricted to the 
Murray Valley. These birds are close relatives of the white-winged chough, 
moving about in similar sized flocks and having similar 2 BS habits - 
flock nesting in a mud bowl nest. 


If we move west from Hattah, into the dryer parts of the Sunset Country 

we don't go very many miles until coming upon an open area known as the 

Raak Plain, about ten miles long by ten miles wide. About half of the 

Raak Plain is taken up by one large saltbush plain. The bushes are low, 
mostly less than a foot high, and consist mainly of samphire and sea-heath, 
At first sight this is forbidding country - to birds and to bird watchers.” 
In my first few visits to it I could find only two species of birds living 
out on the plain - emus and pipits. But First SHEE can be misleading. 
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I eventually discovered that in this area you must bird watch with your 
ears rather than your eyes. The plain has two residents which are extremely 
shy. The white-winged wren is normally rather shy, but on the Raak Plain 
is exceptionally so, Likewise the fieldwren. The fieldwren can also be 
found in coastal heathlands of south-west Victoria, where they are rather 
confiding, But on the Raak Plain you are lucky to get a good view of them 
at 150 metres. At that distance, the faint call of the white-winged wren is 
scarcely audible, but fortunately the brilliant cobalt-blue and white male 
makes identification easy. The field wren, on the other hand, has very 
little in colour or markings that would distinguish him at that distance, 
but has a louder and distinct call. which somewhat resembles that of the 
shy heath-wren,. Ay PT a i, th 


If I were going to stay on the Raak Plain for any length of time, I 
would choose the cooler months of the year. The Plain isn't exactly noted for 
its shade! But the spectacular crimson chats and orange chats visit the 
saltbush plains in summer. How any bird survives there in midsummer remains 
a mystery tome, a 


Yet another bird makes it even harder for itself. The inland dotterel 
is another summer visitor to the Raak area, but rather than living in the 
saltbush country, chooses the absolutely bare saltflats. 


‘The other half of the Raak Plain comprises a conglomerate of plant 
communities; salt flats, saltbush areas and sandy rises that may be open or 
may carry groves of mallee eucalypts, belah trees (Casuarina cristata) 
or cattlebush (Heterodendron oleiofolium). This conglomerate is home to 
several birds, in particular the chestnut-crowned babbler, blue bonnet 
parrot and black-faced woodswallow. 


Much of the Sunset Country is covered by mallee scrub, and one of the 
most widespread forms is hummock grass mallee. Here the mallees are short 
and sparse, with a dense undergrowth of porcupine grass (Triodia Sp.), 
which is often called spinifex., If you have met porcupine grass, you won't 
have forgotten how dense and prickly it is. It would seem unlikely that 
any bird would favor the area, but there are several. The mallee emu-wren 
not only lives in this country, but lives in the porcupine grass clumps, 
moving between the spines with remarkable ease, The emu-wren is extremely 
small in body, hopping easily thoough a bird bander's mist nets, but has 
a long tail, from which it gains its name. The tail feathers are course, 
like those of an emu. 


The Monash University Geography Department did some interesting research 
involving porcupine grass. They measured temperature and humidity at a number 
of sites, at various times of the day and night, and of the year. One of 
these sites was in the middle of a clump of porcupine grass, and they found 
it to be a particularly good insulator, warmer in winter, cooler in summer, 
and relatively humid, I imagine that the emu-wren takes advantage of this. 
Certainly, on a cold windy day they may occasionally be heard but rarely seen 
as they shelter in the midst of these clumps, a habit which can make them 
most frustrating to a bird watcher. aT 


Another specialized inhabitant of the hummock grass mallee is the 
striated grass-wren. This wren lives not in the clumps, but between then. 
The grass-wren is large for a wren, moves around in family parties, and 
has an unusally powerful song. They are most easily located by making a 
squeaking sound, to which they respond with great rapidity. One member of 
the p=rty may hop up onto a low branch, have a good look at you and sing 
his song. Meanwhile, the other members of the party keep out of sight, 
except for momentary glimpses as they dash between the clumps. 
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So fast is this movement, that if you didn't know what was there, you could 
think you had seen a mouse dash past. When the one inquisitive member of 
the party has tired of your company, he rejoins the party, which rapidly 
moves off, 


Big mallee is another widespread plant community of the Sunset Country. 
Here the mallees are tall and thick-stemmed, and there is little undergrowth, 
only a few wattles, cassias, saltbushes or twinleafs. From a birding point 
of view, the feature of big mallee is that unlike most other mallee scrub, 
hollow trees are plentiful. On one occasion, seeing a pair of galahs 
acting suspiciously, I climbed a tree in search of a nest. I didn't find a 
galah's nest, but wasn't disappointed. In one hollow was a striated 
pardalote's nest, in another were two large young pink cockatoos, and out 
of a third flew an owlet nightjat, off three eggs. Parrots such as the 
mallee ringneck and the mulga parrot also thrive in this habitat. 


‘Over the last ten years or so, vast sections of the Sunset Country 
have been swept by bush fire. At first site this may seem to be a great 
tragedy for the area, but this is not so. In the years following a fire, 
the wildflower displays can be spectacular. The birds too, soon move back 
into the area, and these birds may not be the same birds as were present 
beforehand. Some birds derive great advantage from a bushfire. The shy 
heath-wren has been noted as a common inhabitant of regrowth after 
eucalyptus eutting in the Whipstick, and is one of the first and most 
successful exploiters of burnt mallee. After three or four years, the 
black-backed wren, broad-tailed thornbill, red-capped robin and various 
honeyeaters thrive in the regrowth. The red-capped robin may not have been 
present in the area at all before the fire, because mature unburnt mallee 
is often too dense for his liking. The extremely rare scarlet-chested 
parret is also said to have a preference for mallee that has been burnt. 


Moving north from the Sunset Country, we come to:the Yarrara Forest, 
a relatively small but attractive woodland of belah and native pine, with 
quite a bit of undergrowth, which is unusual in these woodlands. Yarrara 
is the major Victorian home of one of the inlands Lesser known birds, the 
white-browed treecreeper, This bird at a brief glance resembles a brown 
treecreeper, but differs in having more prominent streaking on the breast 
and behind the eye, and in being much quieter. In Yarrara the brown 
tree-creeper sticks mainly to the fringes of the bush, whilst the white- 
browed tree-creeper lives in the heart of the woodland, 


There are too, many other most worthwhile parts of north-west Victoria. 

If you are visiting the area, by all means spend.a lot of time at the ever 
popular Wyperfeld and Hattah Lakes National Parks. They are worthy of all 
the time you can spare, But don't stop there, The Big Desert and Sunset 
Country are remote, dry and rather intimidating to the unfamiliar, but if 
you make the effort to visit them I do not think you will be disappointed 
by the array of plant communities, each with its own group of fascinating 
birds. , 
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IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo, 


By the time this is printed we will be watching for the Callistemons and 
Melaleucas to begin blooming, so this month we will discuss these two very 
colorful bird attracting genera. 


CALLISTEMON. This is one of our brightest native genera and therefore a 
vary desirable one to grow in our native gardens. However, desirable and 
colourful as they are, care must.be taken to ensure that they do not develop 
into an ugly, leggy bush with great long totem poles (seed pods) that develop 
year after year, unless controlled by pruning. 


It is easy: to understand how this situation develops. It takes a goodly 
measure of determination to prune a Bottle Brush at the correct time, for by 
the time the flower is finished there is usually up to three inches of lovely, 
fresh new growth extending out of the end of the flower, and many people do 
not like to cut this new growth to waste. If however, one would wish to keep 
the bush an attractive shape, and increase the number of blooms next year, 
one must prune, 


Take the secateurs firmly in the right hand and snip the old flower 
off just behind the brush, and keep snipping until all the old flowers are 
gone. The dormant buds in the leaf axils further back along the stem will soon 
develop and instead of one growing tip to carry the flower next year there 
will be several. 


To a large extent one can avoid the pruning of Callistemons by choosing 
to grow the hybrids as, generally speaking, the hybrids do not form seed 
pods, Thus the unsightly totem poles do not develop, but I still consider 
that the shape and appearance of the bush can be improved by the pruning of 
the spent brushes. Following are listed some bottlebrushes that I have grown 
or have known to do well in a garden situation. 


Harkness or Gawler Hybrid, This one would not only be the best of the hybrids 
but in my opinion the best of all the bottle-brushes for garden use. A 
symmetrical small tree to fifteen feet high and wide, flowers profusely with 
lovely red brushes up to five inches long. 1 | 
There are new Callistemon cultivers being developed from time to time.. 
Several that come to mind are Captain Cook, Kings Park Special and Eureka. 


Of the pure species I know,the best would be - 
Callestemon salignus - almost a small tree, up to twenty feet, with small 
white brushes and pinkish brown growing tips. 
C. vigidus - dark red brushes, small bush with stiff leaves. 
C,. citrinus - the most commonly grown, with good red brushes to four inches, 
sometimes flowers in the autumn as well as in the spring. 
C, lilacinus (also called C.violaceus) - purplish, violet brushes, an 
interesting colour. : 
C. pallidus - lemon yellow brushes, grows to twelve feet. 


There are quite a few more for the specialist to try which have some delicate 
variations of colour of brushes. 


MELALEUCA - The Honey myrtles and Paperbarks, There are over one hundred 
species of Melaleuca, the majority being endemic to Western Australia. 
However, we have four varieties endemic to the Bendigo area. These are as 
follows - two of them being good garden varieties. 


M,decussata - the Crossleaf Honeymyrtle, is common in our bush land with 
small mauve pom pom flowers and grows easily. 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


M. wilsoni - the Crimson Honeymyrtle , flowers profusely, on | long arching 
branches, very bright when in flower and has good bird attraction. 


The last two need some moisture, but are otherwise hardy, and easy to grow. 


M,. uncinata - Broom Honeymyrtle, grows profusely in the Whipstick but is a 
poor one for garden cultivation. 
M, lanceolata - Moonah, the last of the localy endemic variaties, grows in 
the Kamarooka forest end of the Whipstick, a small tree to twenty feet. 
M armillaris - Probably the most commonly grown species, it forms dense 
foliage right to the ground, up to twelve feet high. It has small white brush 
flowers, good bird attraction and is an excellent wind break. 
M. elliptica - Granite Honeymyrtle, has large bottle brush flowers of an 
excellent red colour. 
M. fulgens - This is a melaleuca that is different in leaf and flower form, a 
smallish more open shrub with bright red flowers, not bottle brushes. 
ae form has orange flowers, 

- huegellii - Chenille Honey myrtle, a tallish shrub with tiny leaves to 
stant feet, with long bottle brush flowers, mauve colour, 
M. eaicifolia - Swamp Paper Bark, pale yellow flowers, grows in’ thickets, "it 
has rod like stems used for garden fences, It likes a damp area and will 
tolerate lime. 
M, incana - a smallish bush to six feet, with Bost woolly foliage and oval 
yellow flowers on pendulous branches. 
M, hypericifolia - a commonly grown garden plant, will grow anywhere, orange- 
red flowers, good bird attraction. 
M. nesophila - Lavender Paper Bark, reaches proportions of a small tree, 
dense foliage and in summer covers itself with lavender-pink pom pom flowers- 
a good one to grow. 


There are many more Melaleuca species but the above are forms which I 
have seen growing well in the garden situation. Naturally with species as 
numerous as those of Melaleuca and Callistemon the conditions under which 
they grow inevitably must vary greatly, as they are represented in W.A., 
S.A., Vic., Tas., and N.S.W. 


Generally speaking they would thrive in moist situations. Many grow in 
coastal higher rainfall areas, and swamp fringes and lake edges, while two of 
our local forms are generally found growing in gullies. 


Sometimes when walking round the garden I wonder at the adaptability of 
our Australian native plants, considering the different conditions and 
environments under which thes@ plants grow in their natural state, yet we 
bring plants from all these different areas and plant them in one small plot, 
sometimes with vastly different conditions to which they grow in, and expect 
them to thrive, and indeed in many cases they succeed in doing so. 


I came across a good publication which is worthy of a place on the 
gardeners library. It contained easy to follow instructions, and is well 
illustrated, under the title of "How to Propogate Plants", a "Summit Books" 
publication at the very reasonable price of $1.95. As well as all the 
necessary information needed to propogate plants from seeds and cuttings, 
the concluding section of "When and What to Plant'' should prove extremely 
valuable to not only the native gardener but ‘the general gardener as well. 
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RUTACEAE OF THE BENDIGO REGION - Part 2 
Ca 
by Peter Ellis, 


(The genera Eriostemon, Crowea, Boronia and Zieria were described in Part 1). ~ 
Genus PHEBALIUM _. : 


This name is said to have been adapted. from phebalios, The Greek name 
for an early fig, and formerly supposed to indicate a myrtle. The flowers of 
this genus resemble Eriostemon and Crowea in having five small petals but . 
they differ in having ten long, free, divergent stamens. These considerably 
enhance the attractiveness of the flowers, which are clustered in heads at 
the tips of the foliage, They do bear quite a resemblance ‘to myrtle flowers. 
The leaves are simple and alternate, (9 ~~ ‘e pict [rates 


Phebalium obcordatum - Dainty or Club leaf Phebaliun. +08 

The western part of the Whipstick, from Flagstaff or Whipstick Hill 
north to Black Rock, is the main stronghold in Victoria for this species, 
registered as a rare plant for the State by the Land Conservation Council. 
There are small occurrences in similar mallee habitat at Inglewood. and — 
Wychitella, but these are the only other areas in Victoria where it is known. 


Dainty Phebalium generally grows. from 60°to 90 centimetres in height, . 
and the small leaves are heart or club’ shaped with the narrow énd at the base, 
which is what 'obcordate' means. Like Eriostemon, this species has oil glands, 
not as prominent, but sufficient to give the stems and backs of thé leaves a 
dark green peppered effect. The individual 3-4 mm flowers are creamy white 
with ‘yellow stamens, so that the clusters have a pale yellow appearance, 
it normally flowers in September, Although a very attractive plant, it does 
not seem to have attracted the attention of native plant enthusiasts as yet, 
and it has not been developed for horticultural use: . “ 


Genus CORREA FE 

Correa takes its name from Jose Francisco Correa de Serra, a Portuguese 
botanist who lived from 1751 to 1823, ‘ Poe : 

Correas are characterised by tubular, usually pendent, bell like flowers 
formed by the fusion.of their four petals along most of their length. They ~ 
have eight stamens which often extend beyond the petals, giving a superficial 
resemblance to Fuchsia. Correas were often called Native Fuchsias, but they 
are in no way related: It might seem strange at first sight that Correas should 
be included in the Rutaceae,y but they Share the oil rich, aromatic foliage, 
and one coastal species, C,alba, has white flowers which are tubular only 
in the bud, and which open into a starry flower resembling a Boronia, and 
more typical of the family. 


Many of the fifteen species of Correa are widely cultivated, and their 
popularity is justified by showy, bird attractive flowers, and a long 
‘flowering season, from autumn to spring in most species. Correas are a 
particular favourite of Eastern Spinebills, which use their long, curved 
beaks, and ability to hover to advantage to extract nectar from the tubular 
flowers. . = : ; 


Correa reflexa - Common Correa 


The common name reflects the almost Victoria wide distribution of this 
species. It is a variable species of many forms, with flower colour being 
generally red with a green tip, or greén. The leaves are opposite, undivided, 
and reflexed (hence the specific name), and havé a warty, roughened 
appearance due to the oil glands. The foliage has a pungent odour when crushed, 


HE: AS 
RUTACEAE OF THE BENDIGO REGION - Part 2 continued 


Red flowered forms are often common in other areas, but in the North Central 
Victorian. goldfields the flower colour’ is usually greenish yellow, and 

red flowered plants are very rare. There is a patch of a dozen or so red 
flowered: plants in the Whipstick, and other isolated occurrences are known at 
Inglewood and Wychitella. C.reflexa is widespread in this*district, but not 
generally abundant, often being confined to solitary groups. The ears stands 
in my opinion. are at Jackass Plat, Bendigo, and near Spring Gully Reservoir. 
It is a reasonably common plant in the’ Whipstick, but there’ it generally 
grows smaller, sometimes not even reaching: SOE em compared to a metre or more 
elsewhere. 


Correa glabra -. Rock Correa. 
(formerly C. reflexa var. glabra) 


The flowers of this species are very similar to those of C. reflexa, but 
the leaves are smoother (more 'glabrous' - hence specific name), narrower, 
and not reflexed. Rock. Correa is fairly rare locally now, because it grew on 
fertile creek flats which are heavily grazed. Only an odd plant can be 
found now along Sheepwash and Axe.Creeks, for example, A number of healthy 
bushes survive on the granite rock area at Buckeye Creek on the Melbourne 
side of Big Hill. Further afield, Rock Correa is found at Mt. Tarrengowenr, 
Mblville Caves, Mt. Korong, and. The Granites (near Wychitella). 

Some of these resemble the variety growing at the Terricks, Mitiamo, which has 
shorter foliage and dumpier flowers. The old flowers of this form turn 

a deep pink or red with age, and when these are still on the bush with the 
vounger, greenish yellow flowers, the effect is most attractive. As far 

as-I know, this form has not received any horticultural attention as yet. 

The bushes are quite: large, reaching one to two metres in height, and 
spreading several metres, They flower in winter and early spring. ; 

The more normal form of Rock’ Correa for this region is somewhat smaller, 

and has grcenise yellow flowers which do not turn red with age. 


Souk tec te ideas trotted) See: 


KANGAROOS IN THE CRUSOE AREA 
by Edith Lunn. 


As we pulled up on the South Lockwood to Crusoe Road on Saturday 
afternoon, 13th September to admire the varieties of wattle in bloom, we 
were pleasantly surprised to see ‘several Grey Kangaroos crossing the road 
about 100 yards ahead. There were éight in all and they had possibly been 
feeding in the green pastures on the pight of the road before making off” 
into the bush on the left. It was about 4,30 in the afternoon. ~ 


A trip into the Maryborough, Timor and Majorca areas the previous 
weekend, the end of the Golden Wattle Festival, convinced me that around 
Bendigo we have displays of wattle in our bush equal to any in the State. 


fete ok ode de etki o& 
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BIRD NOTES 


4 discussion of observations reported at the Bird Observers Group meeting 
on Friday, 5th September 1980 


The banded landrail may be fairly common, but is not often seen, as it 
is a secretive inhabitant of reed beds and long grass in wet areas. This 
attractive relative of the crakes and water hens is most easily seen when 
they settle near a house and become relatively tame. One Bird Observers 
Group member is fortunate enough to have this situation at his house in 
Strathfieldsaye, with one landrail often appearing on the lawn to feed, 
whilst its mate can be heard calling from the dense long grass. On one > 
prior occasion the landrails nested in the vicinity, and it is hoped that 
they repeat the performance this year, Another field naturalist. recently 
reported seeing a banded landrail whilst looking out his kitchen window at 
home in Eaglehawk. Occasional other records for the Bendigo district come 
from Huntly and along the Campaspe River below Lake Eppalock, where athey. have 
apparently benefited from the alterations to the river flow. 


There have been many reports of late, of barn owls in the open country. 
However at this meeting a member reported them from two separate localities 
in Bendigo itself, one being close to the city centre. This is not 
exceptional, Mr, Wald Burgess told us, "I knew of a pair that perched during 
the day on the face of a building in Collins St., City. They remained there 
for about three years, they did not maspatenas and I never heard of any young 
ones being seen," 


The swift. parrot has been mentioned in this column before. 
They have probably all departed by now for their breeding grounds in Tasmania. 
A flock of 20 were seen as recently as the 31st of August, however, at 
Strathfieldsaye. 


There are stall ; a few peregrine falcons in the Bendigo district, 
although this bird is considered to be declining to alarming levels in some 
parts of their worldwide range.’ A pair were seen at Mandurang, one bird - 
being much larger than the other. The larger bird is presumed to be the 
female, as this is often the case with birds of prey. 


Two brolgas were reported in a paddock near Torrumbary Weir on the 
Murray River. The brolga has lost a lot of its natural swampland home, 
but has adapted well to swampy paddocks, such as occurr on the plains north 
of Bendigo, and can often be seen there, 


bik Seite ke oe ke ee oe Se ee 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP CAMPOUT 


DATE: This eas was originally planned for the: weekend of Oct. 18- 19th, 
but at the B.0.G. October meeting it was decided to shift it to the fsa ae 
weekend because of the Federal Election, However, it has since been 

realised that this clashes with the combined Ballarat, Bendigo, Maryborouch 
excursion to Mt. Beckworth. The finally selected date of the Crosbie Campout 
will be announced at the B.F.N.C. meeting on October 8th, but it will most 
likely be either on the election weekend after all, or moved to the first 
weekend in November. 


LOCATION: Crosbie Forest, Tooleen, The campsite will be in the northern 
section of the forest, There may be a visit to the Dargile Forest at 
Heathcote, where a Regent Honeyeater was sighted last year. 


MAPS: Available at the B.0.G. meeting on Friday October 3rd. 
NOTE: You will need to bring drinking water. 


Rok kok Ke ee ee 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP REPORT 
een eee i 


Sunday September 7th. 


Leader: Me. Frank Robbins. 
Subject: Plant propagation. 


10 children and 8 adults participated, 
Frank demonstrated various tricks and techniques of his: eg. sticking very 
hard seeds (such as those of wattles) to matchsticks with araldite in order 
to grind through the hard outer coat and make germination faster; 

using margarine and yoghurt containers for planting, having drilled 
drainage holes in them; pie Fas 

inverting bottles with the bottoms cut out over cuttings to keep them warm 
and humid. ; : 
Propagating from cuttings was demonstrated and nearly everybody then potted 
cuttings of Correa glabra, Correa mannii, and Leptospermum nitidum (from 
the Grampians), Brive ; 

Tan Fenselau brought along some young wattle seedlings, and also some more 
advanced lupins. These were repotted into larger containers. 


The group then visited Graham and Di Hill's garden in Curnow St. to see 
some very imaginative and effective landscaping, and many fine mature 
native shrubs and trees. mes 


NOTES: 


Tan Fenselau is stepping down from the Junior Field Naturalists Group 
committee. The members are as follows: 


Senior - John Lindner (home phone now 46 7132) 
Glenys Moors 
Junior - David Cleary 
- Paul Carr. 


Any person who would like to join the committee and help in the preparation 
of a program, for 1981 would be most welcome. 


woe ot ok tk ok ok kk ke te 


BONSAI EXHIBITION, NOV. lst-2nd. 
ID a LOR ANC ON 


The Bendigo Bonsai Club will stage an exhibition on Saturday lst 
November from 1 pm - 6 pm and Sunday 2nd November from 10 am - 4 pm in the 
Conference Rooms of the Department of Agriculture, Epsom, 


This exhibition will be the third held by the Bendigo Bonsai Club, 
formed in 1977, The first two set a high standard, and this one should be 
well worth seeing, The display will include quite a few examples of 
Australian native plants grown as bonsai, as well as a wide range of exotic 
trees, including some up to 25-30 years old, all from local collections. 
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NATIVE PLANTS AND NATURE DAY, SHEPPARTON, NOV. 8th. 
ee DH EE ARLUN 5 NOV OTD 


The Shepparton and Districts Society for Growing Australian Plants is 
holding a 'Native Plants and Nature Day' in St. Augustines Hall, Orr St., 
Shepparton from 10am - 8pm on Saturday November 8th, in conjunction with the 
Australian Conservation Foundation, Bird Observers Club, Forests Commission 
and Goulburn Valley Gem Stone Club, Large display of native flowers, 
Leaflets with more detail will be available at the October meeting. 


wee ee ee ee ee 
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GENERAL ACCOUNT 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the Year Ended 31st August 1980 


Receipts Expenditure 
Balance 1.9.79 629.35 Secretarial 130.60 
Membership Subscriptions 559.50 Subs to Organisations 80.00 
Donations 151,09 Donetions 10.00 
Whirrakee Postage Levy 110.25 Whirrakee Postage 4 105.00 
Publications Sales 193,25 Publications for resale 163.65 
Comm. on Book Sales 1.70 Library Acquisitions 50.852: 
Sale of L.C.C.Reports 2.00 Advertising 14,40 
Subs. to Whirrakee 27.50 Whirrakee Production 397.27 
Interest: General A/c 27.37 Travel for Speakers 52.00 
Deposit Stock 191,70 Petty Cash: Treasurer 12,00 
Photoflora Sales 297.90 Whirrakee Editor 10.00 
Donation from P.Ellis Photoflora 264.03 
for land purchase, 100.00 Social 7,00 
Ingram Trust 500.00 Equipment: Traps(Ingram) 52.30 
Suppers 31.49 _ Recorder 169.00 
Insurance on Assets 46,00 
Equipment Repairs 5.96 
Balance at 31,8.80 1253.04 
$2823.10 $2823.10 


The above account was audited by D. Yum on 10/9/80. 


General Balance Sheet as at 31st Ausust 1980 


Liabilities Assets 
Social Club 28.80 Bank Balances: 
W. Waddell 1000.00 General A/c 1253.04 
Deposit stock 2500.00 
Excess of Assets over Library Books at Cost 149,08 
Liabilities 4618.85 Typewriter — 493.00 
Projector 70.00 
Specimen Cases (4) 8,00 
Case (1) : 1.85 
Filing Cabinets - 158.15 
Mammal Survey Group Equip. 573.88 
Recorder ’ 169.00 
Publications for resale 243.70 
Petty Cash: Whirrakee Editor: 7.22 


_"™ Postage Levy 20.73 


$5647.65 Le , ' $5647.65 
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MAGAZINE ACCOUNT 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the Year ended 3ist Aug.1980 


Receipts Expenditure 
Balance in Bank 1.9.79 722.96 Balance in Bank 31.8.80 752,18 
Sales 4.00 
Interest O5e22 
$752.18. Rac Sel apa 


The above account was audited by D.Yum on 10/9/80. 


Magazine Balance Sheet as at 3lst August 1980. 


Liabilities _. Assets 
Excess of Assets over Balance in Bank 31.8.80 752.18 
Liabilities. $1274.18 Stock: 522 magazines valued 
at selling price $1. 522.00 
$1274.18 $1274.18 


W.V.FIN.C.A. CAMP OUT - MARYBOROUGH 
OCTOBER 11-12 1980 


PROGRAMME 


Saturday, 11th October 


10.00 a.m. 


Meet at Caravan Park to collect name tags, car stickers and 
detailed programmes. 


10.30 a.m. Depart for excursion to local bush. 
1,30 p.m. Depart on excursions from Civic Square outside Post Office. 
Choice: (a) Bird Watching, 
(b) Local Wildflowers. 
5,00 p.m. Tea at Church of England Parish Hall Foyer. 
Cups of tea or coffee will be served by Maryborough Club. 
6.30 p.m. Annual and General Meeting of W.V.F.N.C.A. at Anglican Hall, 
Clarendon Street. 
7.45 p.m. Official launching of Cliff Beauglehole's book 
VICTORIAN VASCULAR PLANTS CHECKLISTS by E.G.(Ted) Errey. 
8.15 p.m. Guest Speaker: Mr. Alan Hartup. 


Sunday, 12th October 


9.30 a.m. Leave from Civic Square for local bush tour. Lunch will be a 
picnic/barbeque near Big Reef, Amhurst. Boiling water and a 
barbeque set up will be provided by the host club. 

3.30 p.m, Return to lunch site for Afternoon Tea, Hosts Maryborough Club, 


but please bring your own cups. 


7, °. \? \} 7. %, A} . 
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REPORT FROM COMMITTEE MEETING OF 29th SEPTEMBER 
aie : 
Summary of main items of action/interest, 


The recently compiled list of club equipment will be published in — 


the November Whirrakee. 


. The .Land Purchase Fund proposal was explained to new committee members , 


but discussion was deferred, 


Boyd St. (proposed to be re-named Solomons Gully by the Lands Dept.) 
Lands Dept. and Bendigo City Council involvement in the fencing of the 
reserve was explained. The Boyd St. sub-committee was empowered to make 


arrangements to complete the féncing. 


It was decided to offer to host the W.V.F.N.C.A. meeting in April or May 


‘1981, possibly at the Rotary Camp at Axedale, subject to its availability. 


Syllabus items decided on to end ‘of year are Tisted in the diary. — 


The B.F.N.C. information brochure has reached mock-up stage. Graham Hill 
to be asked to do design and art work, Chris Bunn to obtain quotes on 
printing. 

Price enquiries to be made on cost of buses for club excursions, 


B.F.N.C, representatives on the Whipstick Forest Park Advisory Committee 
(Jack Kellam and Graham Hill) are to be asked to present the Whipstick 
Forest Park Management Plan to the Committee, 


It was agreed there was a need for closer liaison with members 
representing the club on such committees. 


The Jackass Flat Nature Trail Sub-Committee recommended that no trail 


be held this year because of insufficient time, but that planning cf-a 
permanent trail should proceed in co-operation with the Lands Dept. 
An excursion was arranged for Sunday morning Oct.12th to inspect the area. 


‘The possibility of having another nature show was foreshadowed, and will 


be discussed further at the next meeting, 


Ian Brown reported that the Jobs Gully Flora Reserve had been gazetted 


~ mainly notable for its 'mini-forest' of Cootamundra Wattle. 


Bente teodondende ese tee te 


This is a space in which I could have used one of those Fillers I asked 
' for some time ago! — a ac . 


The few I got have all been used. If you write down those short notes and 
observations I will be only too pleased to publish them. 


The deadline for copy for the next issue of Whirrakee is Wed. October 29th, 


Editor, 
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MEETINGS 


Netober 8th 
November 12th 


December 


EXCURSIONS 


Wyre 


- DIARY - 


Mr. Gyn Jones, 0.I1.C. of the Kerang Office of the Department 
of Agriculture will speak on "Salinity in Northern Victoria". 


Mp, Rob Moors will give a slide presentation of the Western 
Australian segment of his trip around Australia last year. 


Annual Christmas Social. Venue to be announced next month. 


Sun. Oct, 12th.Inspection of Jackass Flat Flora Reserve. Meet at corner of 


Sat,Oct, 25th 


Sun.Nov.16th 


Nov. 29th- 30th 


Jacob and Crane Streets at 9.0 am or catch up during morning. 
Leader: John Lindner, 


Combined excursion to Mt, Beckworth near Clunes with Ballarat 
and Maryborough F.N.C. 

Option of extending into a weekend camp-out. 

Mt. Beckworth is a granite range proposed as a Scenic Reserve 
by the L.C.Cc, It is noted for its spring wildflower display, 
and from its summit is a varvellous view of the many volcanoes 
which surround it. 

NB MEETING PLACE AND TIME IS CLUNES P.O, AT 10.00 AM 


Full day excursion to Dingee and the Terricks. 
Leaders: Chris Bunn and Noel Ruedin. Theme: Botany and birds, 
with special emphasis on the rare plant Swainsona plagiotropis. 


Weekend Campout to Fraser National Park on the shores of 
Eildon Reservoir. Further details in November Whirrakee. 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 


Sun.Oct, 5th 


Birds of Prey. Mr. Ray Wallace will introduce the birds of 
prey of the Bendigo district, and the different habitats 
they occupy. Meet at Havlin St. at 2.0 pm, 


GROUP 


BIRD OBSERVERS 


Fri.Nov.7th 


Mp. Frank Harrup of the Ballarat college, os Advanced Education 
will speak on Mallee Fowl. 

7.30 pm, Dept. of Agriculture, sein. (NB No Bird of the Night). 
The Bird Observers Group is planning a weekend campout to the 
Crosbie Forest, Toolleen, but has not vent ert a date as yet. 
See details on p.12, : cnet 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Thur.Oct, isth 


7,30 pm at Graham Hill's home at 31 Curnow eae Golden Square. 
A SEU of short films on Australian mammals will be shown, 


W.V.F.N.C.A, 1 Cuan OUE Maryborough 
Oct, 11lth-12th. 


See details on p.1l. 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Correspondence: P.O. Box 396, Bendigo, 3550 


PRESIDENT Chris Bunn Averys Rd, ,Eaglehawk 46 8141 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St.,Spring Gully 43 0521 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.,Cal.Gully 46 8736 


SECRETARY . Tan MacBean 7 Beebe St. ,Bendigo 43 O191 

ASSIST. SECRETARY Tan Brown 14 Curnow St,,Golden Square 

TREASURER lenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 oh 
EDITOR Epic Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.,Cal.Gully 46 8736 DY 
GROUP SECRETARTES i 
Bird Observers Group Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 . 


Mammal Survey Group Roy Speechley McLeans Rd ,Strathfieldsaye 3975973 
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Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The subscription rates are: 
$6.00 Single, $9.00 Family, $3.00 Pensioner and $3.00 Children. 


Members wishing to obtain Whirrekee posted to them can have this service by 
paying a postare levy of $3.30 per annum. ~ 
Subscription to Whirrakee for non-members is $5.50 per annum, posted. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
The meetings start at 7.30 pm, and conclude with supper. 


Excursions: The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special 
Services Complex in Havlin St. Bast, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10 am (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2 pm, and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Excursions are usually held on the Weekend For ouine the General 
Meeting. 


Junior Field Naturalists Group meets on the first Sunday in each month 
at 2 pm. The assembly point is the Education Special Services Complex in 
Havlin St. East. 


Wise Aor 


Bird Observers Group meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Conference Rooms, Agriculture Department, Epsom at 7.30 pm. 


Mammal Survey Group meets on the third Thursday of each month, except ane 
the third Thursday is the day after the B.F.N.C. General Meeting, in which 


case the M.S.G. meeting is on the fourth Thursday, 7.30 pm in member's homes 
as announced, 


mmm em me me — 
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